The Education Alliance: Fact Sheet

History

In July of 2007, Governor Otter addressed the Idaho Business Coalition for Education Excellence (IBCEE). The
Governor expressed a desire to strategically place Idaho on track to becoming a global leader in providing
high-quality, cost effective education to the citizens of Idaho. Governor Otter stated his hope that the IBCEE
would facilitate a group of educational stakeholders who would collectively develop a broad framework for
improving ldaho’s education system. IBCEE accepted the charge, which was consistent with an IBCEE founding
principle to bring education stakeholders in Idaho together and which transcended the agenda of any one
group or agency.

Recognizing that everyone is to some degree a stakeholder in the education process, an IBCEE steering
committee agreed to invite representatives from a broad array of governmental and non-governmental
entities who could collectively view education from a variety of perspectives. All contacted organizations
graciously agreed to participate. In what may be the first of its kind for Idaho, the Education Alliance of Idaho
formed. This was a historic and unique opportunity to have a diverse group of key education stakeholders
come together and agree to this critically important initiative. Success will require strong leadership from the
Governor and the State Superintendent, along with combined leadership and support of the organizations in
the Education Alliance.

Membership

The Education Alliance of Idaho is a coalition of key stakeholders in the Idaho education system. The core
purpose of the Education Alliance is one of advocacy and advice. The Education Alliance does not have
authority in statute, nor does it control policymakers. Instead, the organization’s influence on the future of
the education system in Idaho comes from that of its members. In addition to the IBCEE, which serves as a
facilitator, the group consists of the J.A. and Kathryn Albertson Foundation and representatives from the
Idaho Education Association, ldaho Association of School Administrators, Idaho School Boards Association,
Idaho Parent Teacher Association, Idaho Digital Learning Academy, State Board of Education, State
Department of Education and the State Division of Professional- Technical Education.

Process

The Education Alliance of ldaho was tasked with making recommendations toward a transformational
education agenda that would strategically place Idaho on track to becoming a global leader in providing high
quality, cost effective education to its citizens. In carrying out its assignment, the Alliance proceeded to
develop a framework that would not duplicate the work already accomplished by other organizations and
that was supported and driven by data. To determine where Idaho currently ranks nationally and its strengths
and weaknesses in education, the Alliance agreed to rely on a publication of the National Center for Public
Policy and Higher Education entitled “Measuring Up”. From this publication, as well as extensive research on
other states’ successes and missteps, the Alliance has strategically developed a vision and mission statement
and identified four overarching goals with direct, measurable performance indicators assigned to each of the
goals. The four goals are a recommended starting point to begin to quickly move Idaho forward with global,
21% Century education strategies and cause the greatest gains for students. The Education Alliance of Idaho
will use a continuous process improvement model and develop a feedback and communication strategy to
solicit and incorporate recommendations from member organizations and other educational stakeholders.
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